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CONTEXT:	
  
	
  
The	
  Constellation	
  of	
  Accolades	
  represents	
  the	
  various	
  appointments,	
  awards,	
  honours,	
  and	
  tributes	
  His	
  
Highness	
   Prince	
   Karim	
   Aga	
   Khan	
   has	
   been	
   endowed	
   with	
   over	
   the	
   course	
   of	
   his	
   56	
   years	
   Imamat.	
  
Spanning	
   various	
   constellations	
   of	
   human	
   endeavor,	
   addressing	
   multiple	
   and	
   complex	
   issues,	
   these	
  
accolades	
  are	
  a	
   testimony	
  of	
   the	
  admiration,	
   influence,	
   respect	
  and	
  support	
   the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  commands	
  
the	
  world	
  over.	
  
	
  
We	
  have	
  introduced	
  this	
  post	
  with	
  a	
  quote	
  from	
  Germany’s	
  Foreign	
  Minister	
  to	
  capture	
  the	
  sentiment	
  
echoed	
  the	
  world	
  over.	
  	
  
	
  
Additional	
  quotes	
  from	
  the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  reflect	
  the	
  mandate	
  of	
  his	
  responsibilities.	
  
	
  
The	
  Constellation	
  of	
  Accolades	
  Matrix	
  is	
  a	
  work	
  in	
  progress	
  and	
  by	
  no	
  means	
  captures	
  the	
  total	
  extent	
  
of	
  the	
  Aga	
  Khan’s	
  work.	
  We	
  encourage	
  further	
  investigation	
  by	
  our	
  patrons	
  to	
  uncover	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  the	
  
Aga	
  Khan’s	
  contribution	
  to	
  humanity.	
  The	
  matrix	
  in	
  summary,	
  reiterates	
  the	
  accolades	
  via	
  breakdown	
  by	
  
country.	
  
	
  

• 28	
  Title	
  &	
  State	
  Decorations;	
  	
  
• 21	
  Honorary	
  Degrees	
  (from	
  universities	
  representing	
  the	
  US	
  Ivy	
  League,	
  Canadian	
  Group	
  of	
  13,	
  

UK’s	
  Russell	
  Group,	
  and	
  others);	
  	
  
• 16	
   Civic	
   Honours	
   (including	
   Honorary	
   Citizenship	
   of	
   Canada	
   and	
   several	
   “Key	
   to	
   the	
   City”	
   &	
  

“Freedom	
  of	
  the	
  City”);	
  	
  
• 12	
   Fellowships	
   and	
   Executive	
  Appointments	
   representing	
  9	
   investures	
  as	
  Foreign	
  Member	
   to	
  

several	
   state	
   academies	
   (for	
   the	
   creation	
   of	
   new	
   knowledge	
   –	
   promoting	
   research	
   and	
  
stimulating	
   the	
   enhancement	
   of	
   thought,	
   literature,	
   language	
   and	
   other	
   forms	
   of	
   national	
  
culture)	
   and	
   3	
   Leadership	
   posts	
   at	
   influential	
   European	
   Institutions	
   to	
   promote	
   diplomacy,	
  
culture	
  and	
  development;	
  	
  

• 30	
  Awards	
  spanning	
  domains	
  such	
  as	
  architecture	
  &	
  the	
  built	
  environment,	
  restoration	
  &	
  revival	
  
of	
  culture,	
  education,	
  health,	
  peace	
  &	
  diplomacy,	
  philanthropy,	
  sports,	
  corporate	
  enterprise;	
  	
  

• 73	
   Keynote/Presidential	
   Addresses	
   to	
   various	
   UN	
   organizations,	
   several	
   government	
  
organizations	
  including	
  parliaments,	
  and	
  other	
  international	
  organizations	
  

• 54	
  Commemorative	
  Stamps	
  issued	
  by	
  11	
  different	
  National	
  Philatelic	
  Societies	
  to	
  mark	
  the	
  Aga	
  
Khan’s	
  significant	
  events	
  and	
  milestone.	
  	
  

	
  
Inviting	
   curiosity,	
   additional	
   research	
   reveals	
   that	
   the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  has	
  also	
  had	
  notable	
  engagements	
  at	
  
the	
   International	
   Global	
   Zero	
   Summit	
   against	
   Nuclear	
   Weapons,	
   in	
   addition	
   to	
   expanding	
   regional	
  
framework	
   of	
   drug-­‐control	
   cooperation	
   against	
   illicit	
   drug	
   trafficking	
   in	
   Central	
   Asia	
  with	
   the	
   Russian	
  
Federation.	
   These	
   are	
   but	
   two	
  examples	
   of	
   activities	
   that	
   are	
  not	
   captured	
  with	
   the	
  matrix.	
  We	
   shall	
  
endeavor	
  to	
  bring	
  these	
  and	
  many	
  other	
  findings	
  to	
  light	
  in	
  our	
  future	
  series.	
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As	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  departure,	
  we	
  conclude	
  with	
  a	
  glowing	
  citation	
  to	
  His	
  Highness	
  Prince	
  Aga	
  Khan:	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
His	
  Highness	
  Prince	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  was	
  bestowed	
  with	
  the	
  degree	
  of	
  Doctor	
  of	
  Sacred	
  Letters,	
  honoris	
  causa,	
  
by	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto’s	
  Trinity	
  College,	
  exactly	
  three	
  month	
  to	
  this	
  date.	
  
	
  
GENESIS:	
  
The	
  context	
  by	
  which	
  the	
  Constellation	
  of	
  Accolades	
  Matrix	
  has	
  been	
  conceived	
  is	
  to	
  inform	
  and	
  inspire	
  
the	
  audience	
  of	
  the	
  works	
  of	
  His	
  Highness	
  Prince	
  Karim	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  a	
  direct	
  descendant	
  of	
  the	
  Prophet	
  
Mohammed,	
  peace	
  be	
  upon	
  him.	
  
	
  
CONTEMPLATE:	
  
Accelerate	
  your	
  awareness,	
  via	
  	
  

1. Aga	
  Khan	
  Development	
  Network	
  -­‐	
  AKDN	
  is	
  a	
  contemporary	
  endeavour	
  of	
  the	
  Ismaili	
  Imamat	
  to	
  
realise	
  the	
  social	
  conscience	
  of	
  Islam	
  through	
  institutional	
  action.	
  

• Titles,	
  Decorations,	
  Honorary	
  Degrees	
  and	
  Awards	
  
2. Amaana	
  –	
  Amana	
  (meaning	
  Trust	
  -­‐	
  20	
  year	
  old	
  website)	
  is	
  a	
  website	
  with	
  collections	
  of	
  articles	
  on	
  

spirituality	
  and	
  technology,	
  art	
  and	
  faith	
  with	
  a	
  focus	
  Shia	
  Ismaili	
  history	
  and	
  personalities.	
  
3. Institute	
  of	
  Ismaili	
  Studies	
  -­‐	
  IIS	
  promote	
  scholarship	
  of	
  Muslim	
  cultures	
  and	
  societies,	
  historical	
  as	
  

well	
  as	
  contemporary,	
  leading	
  to	
  a	
  better	
  understanding	
  of	
  their	
  relationship	
  with	
  other	
  societies	
  
and	
  faiths.	
  

4. Ismā‘īlī	
  Gnosis	
  –	
  Ismā‘īlī	
  Gnosis	
  is	
  a	
  study	
  of	
  classical	
  Shī‘ī	
  Ismā‘īli	
  Muslim	
  philosophy	
  and	
  other	
  
esoteric	
  traditions	
  including	
  metaphysics,	
  philosophy,	
  history,	
  theology,	
  cosmology,	
  esoteric	
  
interpretation	
  (ta’wīl),	
  spirituality,	
  comparative	
  studies	
  and	
  eschatology.	
  

5. Ismailimail	
  –	
  An	
  archieve	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  past,	
  present	
  and	
  future	
  openly	
  available	
  news,	
  articles,	
  
pictures,	
  videos,	
  and	
  everything	
  related	
  to	
  Ismaili	
  Muslims	
  and	
  community	
  for	
  easy	
  search	
  and	
  
reference.	
  

• Aga	
  Khan’s	
  Constellation	
  of	
  Accolades	
  –	
  Over	
  200	
  honors	
  from	
  50	
  countries	
  
6. NanoWisdoms	
  Archive	
  –	
  	
  a	
  unique	
  website	
  dedicated	
  solely	
  to	
  the	
  Ismaili	
  Imamat’s	
  speeches,	
  

interviews	
  and	
  writings	
  –	
  over	
  400	
  speeches,	
  100	
  interviews,	
  80	
  written	
  works,	
  and	
  1000	
  quotes.	
  
7. Simerg	
  -­‐	
  Insights	
  from	
  Around	
  the	
  World	
  -­‐	
  With	
  a	
  particular	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  cultural,	
  intellectual	
  and	
  

textual	
  expressions	
  of	
  the	
  Ismailis	
  and	
  related	
  Muslim	
  traditions.	
  
• Part	
  I	
  –	
  Worldwide	
  Honours	
  For	
  Prince	
  Karim	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  
• Part	
  II	
  –	
  Worldwide	
  Honours	
  For	
  Prince	
  Karim	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  
• Honorary	
  Degrees	
  Conferred	
  on	
  His	
  Highness	
  the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  since	
  1967	
  

8. The	
  Ismaili	
  –	
  The	
  official	
  website	
  of	
  the	
  Global	
  Ismaili	
  Muslim	
  Community.	
  


