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Flight 1o safety

O years as Canadians: i e i of 1972
thousan s of Ugandans were ousted from their homes by dictator Idi Amin
simply because they were of Asian descent. Many of them, mostly Ismailis,
would be welcomed by Canada. This is their story.
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‘It was a very destructive time for the Africans that were there. It was devastating for them,’ says Umeeda Switlo, shown with the suitcase she left Uganda with in the office of CUSO, where she works.

‘We did it the Canadian way’

A dedicated team of Canadians brought to safety almost 6,000 Asians kicked out by Idi Amin

TARA CARMAN

rendered her pet dogs to the police, whittled her

Fifteenq'e:xr-old Umeeda Switlo had already sur-

belongings down to a single suitcase and was
steeling herself to saying an indefinite goodbye to her
family and friends. As she stared out a penthouse apart-
ment window one balmy September night, she wondered
if she would ever see her hometown of Kampala again.

There was a rumbling in the
distance and a tank ground its
way down the road. It aimed its
gun at a window in the apart-
ment opposite hers and fired. A
man fell to the street.

Any sense of nostalgia Switlo
was feeling evaporated the
moment the body hit the

S ili M
now lives in Vancouver, was
one of about 50,000 Ugandans
of South Asian origin that the
dictator had ordered out of the
country a month earlier. How-
ever, Switlo's family had been
worried enough to start plan-
ning their exodus to Canada
well before the infamous edict.

Uganda’s Asian commu-
nity had initially been relieved
when Ami Milton
Obote's civilian government
in a 1971 military coup, Switlo
recalls, Many were encouraged
by Amin’s reversal of a decision
by Obote to take a 60-per-cent
stake in the country’s many.
Asian-owned businesses.

But the dark side to this new
government became apparent
to Switlo's family when Amin
set up a concentration camp
directly opposite their home.
Switlo saw mutilated corps
tied to the complex’s fence.
Most were the bodies of peo-
ple Amin considered political
opponents or members of tribes
seen as not loyal to Amin.

It was clear to Switlo's par-
ents that Uganda was deterio-
rating and they needed to find
a more stable country in which
Lo raise their family.

“Itwas a very destructive time
for the Africans that were there,
It was devastating for them,”
Switlo says,

Somehow, though — perhaps
because of their economic clout
— the Asian community still
felt protected, she recalls.

Then on Aug. 7, 1972, as the
family watched the evening
news on state TV, they were
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shocked to see Amin push the
newscaster out of the chair,
sit down, and announce to the
country that anyone of Asian
ancestry had 9o days to leave.
It was an idea, he sai.

had come to him in

But it was also a populist move
designed to capitalize on the
resentment the African major-
ity felt at the higher standard
of living enjoyed by the Asians,
who had formed the country’s
middle-class for generations.

Salim Ahmed, another Van-
couver resident who had to
leave Uganda in 1972, was
initially unfazed by Amin
announcement. Ahmed, als;
an Ismaili Muslim, was a third-
generation Ugandan citizen
and the official line was that
only Asians of foreign nation-
ality would have to leave.

His family was also well-con-
nected. Ahmed ran a large gro-
cery store, owned by his cousin,
where all the government min-
isters and foreign diplomats
shopped, s did Amin's wives,

“They would come in and
take whatever they want and
then they would just go and
you would get paid if you were
lucky,” he chuckles,

But word soon got around
that the country would not be
safe for anyone who looked
Asian, regardless of their cf
zenship, after the Nov, 7 dead-
line. When Ahmed and his wife
were pulled over by army offi-
cers one night and forced to lie
on the ground while soldiers
searched their car, they knew
they couldn't stay in Uganda
any longer.

The Switlo family’s initial
reaction to Amin's announce-
ment was also one of disbelief,
but it soon became clear the
government meant business.

Switlo's mother, who owned
and operated the Montessori
school attended by Amin’s
children, found creative ways
to liguidate their assets, such

as purchasing two open-ended
around-the-world plane tick-
ets for each family member,
Cash was of little use: Ugandan

COURTESY MICHAEL MOLLOY.

Michael Molloy was a visa officer in Uganda and one of the
people in charge of selecting which refugees Canada would
accept when Idi Amin kicked out all the Asians in 1972. Officials
were able to evacuate almost 6,000 of the people affected.

Asians were allowed to take
only a minimal amount of
money with them when they
left and cash was often stolen
by soldiers at the numerous
military roadblocks

The family’s application to
immigrate to Canada suddenly
took on a new urgency.

The Canadian team

Michael Molloy of Nelson was
26 years old and three years
into his career as a visa officer
for the Canadian government
when he got word he'd be part
of ateam sent to deal with the

sis in Uganda. Molloy was
based at the Canndian embassy
in Beirut, Lebanon, which was
responsible for much of the
Middle East and East Afri

Canada was responding to a
request for help from the Brit-
ish High Commissioner,

Britain, the former colonial
E“w“ in Uganda, had been

lindsided by Amin's decree
and'was bracing for an influx of
as many as 50,000 British pass-
Eor(-hu]dcrs who were soon to

e without a home in Uganda,
These were people who had
opted to keep their British citi-
zenship when Uganda gained
independence from Britain
in 1962, The government of
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
initially agreed to admit 3,000
asylum seckers and had to
move quickly to get a team into
Uganda, where Canada had no
diplomatic representation. It

was the first time Canada had
agreed to accept a significant
number of refugees from a non-
European country.
The leader of the team, Roger
i incent of the Beirut
y, arrived in Kampala
and Molloy followed
five days later. By that time,
Saint-Vincent had acquired and
setup an office, had furniture
made as there was no place to
buy any, set up telephone and
telegraph lines and arranged
for a fleet of bu hree other
officers and three visa typ-
ists were on the ground and
ready to go, though the army
medical team had yet to arrive,

The office opened Sept, 6,

As Molloy walked to work
that morning, he saw people
lined up around the block in
both directions, all waiting for
the Canadian office to open; On
the first day alone, staff handed
out almost 2,600 visa applica-
tions for families numbering
over 7,000 individuals, Molloy
recalls,

Discretionary authority

The team realized almost
immediately they were uj
against a major logistical chal~
lenge: How to evacuate 3,000
asylum-seekers in 60 days with
no reliable way to communicate
with the applicants in Uganda.
Mail'was out of the question,
not everyone had a telephone
and the lines that did exist were
bugged, Molloy explains.
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As they discussed thelissue
that first night, a young|clerk
pulled a number stamping
device out of his pocket. Why
not, he suggested; useit to give
each application form a num-
ber and stamp the same num-
ber,on a piece of paper for the
applicant to keep?

The improvised system
worked like a charm. Appli-
cants were given a number and
told to watch for it in the news-
paper or on a list posted in the
office window. When visa offi-
cers decided to interview cer-
tai plicants, they printed a
newspaper ad requesting that
the following numbers report
to the Canadian office at a spe-
cific time.

Canada had no official refu-
gee policy at the time, so visa
officers were instructed to use
the immigration points system
to ss applications, Mol-
loy said. However, they were
told by Ottawa to be flexible as
these were exceptional circum-
stances and not to hesitate to
override the points system for
people who wouldn’t normally
meet the criteria.

“Right from the start, they
really had this strong sense that

- we've also got to take people
introuble,” he said.

The Canadian team in Kam-

la reported back to Ottawa on

aily basis and it soon became

clear to Trudeau's cabinet that
there would be far more
3,000 people who qu
under the Canadian points sys-
tem. It bumped up the number
to 5,000, In the end, close to
5,700 would come to Canada,

Game changers

Two things happened in Sep-
tember of 1972 that changed
the course of the Canadian mis-
sion in Kampala and ultimately
don-rmmmf which groups of
refugees Canada would take
in

The first was that Uganda
was invaded from Tanzania by
supporters of the ousted Obote
government. During this week,
the Ugandan army became 50
dangerous that the Canadian
team couldn’t leave the hote]
and office, and applicants were
unable to get to the office for
interviews, Molloy said,

The second was Amin's order
that all Asians who were Ugan-
dan citizens present themsely
ata government office to con-
firm their citizenship, Some
were issued new cltizenshi
1D cards, but on at Jogg, on'Z
occasion army officers showed
up and seized the Passports
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of everyone in line, render-
ing many people effectively
stateless. Ismaili Muslims and
Goans, two groups who had
largely opted to become Ugan-
dan rather than hold onto Brit-
ish citizenship when Uganda
became independent, were
particularly affected by this and
their lack of British passports
made them largely ineligible to
gotothe U.K.

In any event, the Canadian
government did not believe
Amin’s government would dis-
tinguish between Ugandan and
non-citizen Asians after the
Nov. 7 deadline.

Word came immediately from
Ottawa that those with nowhere
else to go were to be given pri-
ority, Molloy said.

“If you were in that cate-
gory and you didn't meet the
points system, it didn't mal
ter, we normally saw you any-
way. If you had some place to
80, if you clearly had a British
passport and you didn't qualify,
the answer was: Go to Britain.
We're busy here. If you have no
place to go, come and see us,”
Molloy say:

o didn’t go

lo
Goans. We certainly
looking for Ismaili
were the commun;
were rendered stateless by an
act of their own government
in late September and that's
how come we ended up with so
many of them in Canada.”

Most of the Ugandans who
settled in Canada were Ismaili,

There were other wrenches
thrown into the Canadian evac-
uation mission that had noth-
ing to,do with the Ugandan
government.

The Canadian Army’s medical
technicians arrived 10 days late
and no visas could be issued
Wwithout medical exams. When
the team did arrive, their tent —
which was designed for use in
much-cooler European climes
— overheated to almost 40.C

4 matter of minutes, Molloy
says. Officials had to scramble
10 get enough fans and air con-
ditioners so that blood samples
Wwere not destroyed.

Once the medical team got set
up, however, they were highly
cfficient, Molloy says. The first
Cnnudn-houm{chuﬂcr plane
left Uganda on Sept. 27.

Leaving Uganda

Shortly after Abmed and
his wife decided to flge
U(i;nndn, Ahmed heard Can-
ada was accepting applica-
tions from Ugandan Asians
With nowhere else to §9-
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UGANDA: A timeline

October 1562:
Uganda gans inde-
pendence fom
Britain.

He apylied, saw his num-
ber in th: newspaper and was
interviewed by Molloy, who
approved the application and
suggested Vancouver might be
a good city for a young couple
like the Ahmeds.

It was the best advice he got
before he left, Ahmed recall:

Switlo remembers being
treated kindly and respec

ly by Canadian officials a:
her family went through th
screening proces

“The way that Canadians
treated us was like human
beings and with such dig-
nity. I'll never forget that,” she
recalls

*¥'felt like we had already
started to be in Canada, that
this was going to be a safe place
that we were going to. That's
How we were treated. Nobody
‘7lled at us, there wasn't any
éu're here on the wrong
dayt’

Switlo didn’t go to Canada
immediately. As the situa-
tion in Uganda deteriorated,
her parents were warned by
an American friend that there
was a'lot of rape happening and
that it had become too danger-
ous for Switlo and her older sis-
ter to stay.

He asked for their travel doc-
uments and offered to get them
out right away.

Switlo's mother handed over
the passports

Within a da;
arrahged student visas to the [
U.S. for Switlo and her sister, |
as well as accommodation w
his own relatives. J

Switlo would go to Orego
and her sister to West Virginig

ly was curious as §
how' the man had been able p
procure American student vi
s0 quickly for people with fo

e

January 1971:
1di Amin topples
Milton Obote's civil-
lan government
and takes power n
amilitary coup.

August 1972:
Amin gives
Ugandans of Asian
descent 90 days to
leave the country;
British government
asks Canada to take
in some of the asy-
lum seekers.

September 1972:
Canadian visa office
opens in Kampala,
the capital.

]

Indla took In about
4,500 of those expelled
from Uganda, Kenya
ook 2,500, the United
States 1,200, while
Malawi, Pakistan and
West Germany each
welcomed about 1,000
of the refugees.

gees leave.

November 1972:
Last charter planes
carrying Asian refu-

Ugandan citizens. An roughl
equal number are estimated

to have died during the period
of Instability between Amin's

ouster and Yoweri Museveni’
Installation as leader.

Sami Marodali holds the first visa issued by the Canadian team in Kampala. (Left to right) Roger
Safit-Vincent, officer in charge; Marodali; Jolene Carriere, from the central processing office in
Otpwa, who typed the first visa; and Mike Molloy, head of the selection unit;

the man had |

country toreturn to. He turred - Canada-bound Asfan refugees exit the bus at Entebbe Airport in Uganda.

Yot to'be an undercover ?/\
agent. |
Syitlo recallsvividly lhe{ay
her parents took her tothe
Uairport. There were strictim-
“its on the amount of valupbles
9such as jewelry that refigees
were allowed to take withthem
9and Sitlo’s mother had foven
her necklaces and breelets
“together so that they f)ukcd
like one item.
(At the airport, the fuards
(itrip-searched Switlo, ade her
remove her jewelry, ueezed
Ifout her tube of toothyiste and
yen sliced open a todog she
bhad brought w:xh lhn looking
(Ifor any items of valul 2
(Thcr):.‘ was a Britishgiri being,
ip-searched at thefam: time
found a
hjd rectived
ey took it
dway. .
/] t‘sl’;c started sert lnzs-Her
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rity (area and) carie runnhg‘u;
1%Because he heardhis dﬂ“{' er
’-Ebrcaming and they shot hm,
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Escorting refugees

It was 21-year-old Gerry
Campbell of North Vancouver,
six months into his foreign ser-
vice career and freshly arrived
from London, who was put in
charge of producing the visas
and getting the refugees safely
on board charter flights bound
for Canada,

Campbell insisted Canadian
officials transport the refugces
from central Kampala to the
airport in Entebbe, a 40-kilo-
metre route riddled with army
roadblocks.

Many other countries simply
asked people to get themselves
to the airport at a certain time,
Along the way, soldiers at road-
blocks rifled through the refu-

ces' meagre belongings and
ﬁel ed themselves to whatever
looked interesting.

But Campbell arranged for
the Canadian refugees to board
buses in central Kampala fly-
ing the Maple Leaf flag and
be accompanied by political
escorts, Molloy says.

“All sorts of people got
rippcd off going to other coun-
tries and I'm sure some of our.
people got ripped off, too, but
we had'some very tough peo-
ple out there at the airport
with our Canada-bound ref-
ugees and our Peaplc stayed
with them until they were on
the plane,”

e ——

The Canadian team evacu-
ated 4,420 Ugandan refugees
on charter flights between the
end of September and Novem-
ber 1972, A further 1,278 fol-
lowed on commercial flights
after stopovers to visit family
in other countries, according
to Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Canada. Canada’s num-
ber was second only to Britain,
which took in about 30,000 of
its own nationals during that
time, Molloy says. India took
in about 4,500, the U.S. took
1,200 and various European
countries also accepted small
numbers of claimants.

“We did it the Canadian way,"
Molloy says, adding that as
one former refugee explained
to him later; *The British had
1o take us, You wanted to take

s,

Thelessons learned in Uganda
shaped how Canada dealt with
later refugee crises in places
such as Chile and Vietnam,
Some of the same officials were
involved, says Molloy, who
wenlt on to a long career in the
foreign service, which included
serving as Canada's ambassa-
dor to Jordan.

Touchdown in Canada

Ahmed and his wife arrived
In Vancouver on a flight that
was much longer than they
expected. No one told them

about the time change, Ahmed
recalls with a laugh.

During a stopover in Edmon-
ton, they saw snowflakes out
the airplane window. It was
then that the reality of the situ-
ation hit his wife, who turned
to him and asked “What are we
£0ing to do?"

“Just pray,” he answered.

Because the Ahmeds arrived
in Vancouver on a commer-
cial flight rather than one of
the planes chartered by the
Canadian government, there
were no settlement workers
at the airport to meet them.
But there was a familiar face
at the gate — a friend they had
last secn in Uganda, who was
waiting for someone else to
arrive. He recognized Ahmed's
wife as a friend of his own wife
and insisted the Ameds come
home with him.

“If ever my faith became
strong, that was the time,”
Ahmed said.

The next day, the couple went
to the Vancouyer office of Cana-
da's immigration service, where
they received a hotel voucher.

Ahmed found a job sell-
ing clothes at the Fields store
within a few days and his wife
found work as a filing clerk.
Within a week, they were able
to move into an apartment on
Haro Street.

Toiling as a sales clerk was
a humbling experience for

1971-1979: Amin’s government
responsible for the deaths of
between 100,000 and 300,000

CAN

sians éfound the world

Canada took many who were left stateless, most of them Ismaili Muslims.
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Source; Flight of Courage.
Commemorating 25 years
of Ugandan Settlement in
Conada

April 1979:
Amin's govern-
ment toppled by
combination of
Ugandan rebel
and Tanzanian
troops. Amin flees
the country.
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All sorts of people got
ripped off going to
other countries and
I'm sure some of our
people got ripped off,
too, but we had some
very tough people out
there at the airport
with our Canada-
bound refugees and
our people stayed
with them until they
were on the plane.

MIKE MOLLOY
CANADIAN IMMIGRATION
OFFICIAL IN UGANDA

Ahmed, who was used to hav-
ing 30 to 40 people working
for him. This became especially
clear a couple of weeks after he
arrived, when his supervisor
asked him to go outside and
shovel the snow.

“That's when it really
me that two weeks ago I was
ordering people around ... and
suddenly now I had to shovel
snow.”

That experience was com-
mon for Ismailis arriving at
the time, said Baljit Sethi, who
helped settle the 40 or 50 fami-
lies sent by the government to
Prince George.

These were business-ori-
ented people who were used
to having servants and driv-
ers, Scthi recalls. They were
generally more interested in
office work than jobs involving
manual labour in the resource
industry.

They were, however, outgo-
ing and enterprising people
who wanted to embrace their
new country, wore Western-
style clothing for their arrival
in Canada and were eager to get
things duncgulckly, Sethi says.
They wanted to learn outdoor.
sports unheard of in Uganda,
such as cross-country skiing,
and were particularly enthusi-
astic about fishing.

About half the fami-
lies that arrived in Prince
George migrated to the Lower

1986: Museveni

dent of Uganda.
He remains presi-
dent to this day.
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Distribution of the
Ugandan Asians
who came to
Canada

Atlantic
4%

August 2003:
Amin dies in exile
in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia

es presi-

Mainland or Okanagan, where
they could start business
more easily, Sethi recalls. Over-
all, she says, they set a good
example for Canadians that
hard work leads to success

The real losers

For the African Ugandans
who ran afoul of Amin, the
story had no such happy end-
ing. Reliable figures are impos-
sible to come by because so
many people simply disap-
peared without a trace, but it's
estimated that anywhere from
100,000 to 300,000 people
were killed between 1971 and
1979, when Amin's regime was
toppled by a combination of
Ugandan rebels and Tanzanian
troops.

“They suffered a lot more
than we did,” says Ahmed, who
is now a co-owner of Choices
Markets, the organic food store

ain

He particularly recalls some-
thing he was told just before
he left by a British judge who
used to shop at his store in
Kampala.

“He told me: ‘T don't feel sorry
for you.” And I said ‘What do
you mean? I am losing every-
thing here and you tell me you
are not sorry for me?'

“(The judge) said: ‘Wherever
you go in the world ... in five,
10 years, you will be where you
are today or even better.” And he
pointed to the local employees
of ours that were working there.
He says: I fee
people becaus
worse off than they are today....
They are the main losers.”

Finally, an apology

Switlo says Canada did the
right thing at the right time by
admitting Ugandan Asians and
saved the lives of many people,

“This is a country that we will
never stop giving back to for
what they gave us.”

She returned to Uganda for
the first time four years ago
with her daughter while work-
ing for the aid organization
CUSO. She had mixed feelings
when the plane touched down
at Entebbe airport, scene of the
traumatic separation from her
family more than three decades
before,

“In one way I felt I was home,
and in another way I was terri-
fied,” she recalls.

The Ugandan customs offi-
cer at the airport told her she
wouldineed to pay $50 for a
visa,

“I don't know where the
energy or where the guts came
from, but I said: ‘I was born
here and you kicked me out and
you took my house and my dogs
and I'm coming home.’ And the
lady looked shocked and she
brought her supervisor. They
had ﬁ\ms and they took me to
another office,” Switlo says.

“And they told me: ‘Madam,
Uganda is not the same any
more. Welcome home. We are
S0 sorry."

“To be able to be there and
have somebody apologize
meant the world to me.”

tearman@vancouversun,com
Iwitter.com/torofcarmon
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ASIANS IN AFRICA

Economic hope motivated
immigrants from India

Opportunity to farm land in Uganda was hard to resist

CARMAN
Uganda, despite the dangers posed
DON CAYO isease, got more than its share
he migrants for two reasons, both  The dangers Canadjan visa officers
economic and desperate Ugandan Asians faced
Indian traders first vi The first draw, Jamal said, was land.  in the fall of 1972 were brought sharply

of East Africa two millenn;

Tanzania
Hundreds of these pion

ilies soon beg

Uganda, a country in those
as “the white man’s grave

Bandali Jaffer, an 88-year-old Ugan-

dan-born Ismaili who's now comfort-

ing in Kenya, in Ugand
up with enthusiasm. W

S in isc

also took

Kenya, the country favoure

r 100 years sip they British who controlled East Africa,
ettling with their families in a full-fledged colony, whereas Ug nda
that are now in Kenya and was a mere protectorate

Indians were prohibited from farm-
a they took it

Ismailis among them, settled as
k lated villages, many
p land and introduced the
e cultivation of cotton, coffee,

FACE-TO-FACE WITH DANGER

by the into focus the day a small, grubby
as “somewhat smelly” man of about 30
was marched into the Canadian visa
So, while office in Kampala at gunpoint, hand-
cuffed to the end of a chain bya
large machine gun-toting policeman
The policeman gave Canadian visa
officer Michael Molloy a wide grin.
When Molloy asked how he could
help, the prisoner reached into his
pocket and pulled ont a grimy piece

nany Indi-

BREAKING NEWS: VANCOUVERSUKCOM | SATURDAY. SEPTEMBERTS, 200

Diplomats had to use their guile

Handcuffed man who entered embassy at gunpoint was quickly assessed

World War pilot and always wore a
blue military-style safiri suit, decided
to intervene
“He plants himself ght in front of
| the policeman and hejust says: ‘Ser-
geant, this man is to e at Kampala
airport at 7:05 precisely tomorrow
morning. Is that undsrstood?’ And
the policeman said es, I under-
stand And then Reger said “That
will be all’ and the polieman actually
saluted.”

Piche then chimed m, telling the
sergeant that if he made sure the man
was at the airport in the morning,
he and his family woull receive free
medical exams. The gurd gave them
all'a big smile and tookth an, still

ably retired in West Vancouver. e and tea, of grey paper with a number stamped ha_ndcum»d to the chaiy, back to jail
th malaria and a  Many built highly successful busi- onit overnight.
& nesses, And virtually all invested heav- Molloy took the paper, pulled the ] Molloy crossed his fingers and hoped
for Indians than for Cauca- ilyin the education of their childre file, and saw the office had indeed Dr. N}ar(el ‘P|(he.vlef(. ran the fm:lhe best. 1 C

ffer notes. But famil For Ismailis, like r Muslims, requested the man report for an medical unit, while Roger Canadian officials were waiting
daily life and faith are closely inter- interview Saint-Vincent, an attache from when the man on the chzin arrived at

twined. Jamatkhanas — Ismaili “I was really worried about this the Canadian Embassy in Befrut, the airport under heavy yolic

mosques, like the elegant one in Burn- machine gun,” Molloy recalls. managed the Kampala operation. Holding the other end of t

ternmost state, just south of that serves Metro
is now the border with Pakistan, and raili community —
a place known then and now as a hot- but also educatic
bed of entrepreneurialism. From

The immigrants were mainly Hindu,
but included a significant minority of
Ismaili Muslims — members of the sec-

luralism, buildin
ety institutions, en

alues of volunteerism,
strong civil soci-

The officer was obviously not used
to it and kept fidgeting with it, Mol-

Vancouver’s
n't just for

cial loysaid It
s are “Every time that thing moved, half
the people in the office

nd there'd be this hu

othe breath until it settled back into his lap

was not going to turn him down. But
he also had a relative in B.C.'s Lower
Mainland, spoke good English and
was an auto mechanic, one of the in-
demand occupations at the tim
loy approved him on the spot.

was the same police se-geant
time without the machine gun, 3
loy recalls. He marched te man up
the ramp to the aircraft.

Saint-Vincent, who was
the top of the ramp, ask>
geant to remove the handcuffs, which
he did

fol-

ond-largest community of Shia Mus sues facing and then there'd be kind of a sigh.” The next step was the medical exam-

lims, which itself is a minorit Molloy asked the guard to remove ination. The trio proceeded out to the | “Roger grabs the g ad shoves

to the Sunnis in the Isl manifest from the the handcuffs so he could interview medical tent X him into the airplan folloy recalls.
Ismailis are followers the man in private, but he refused. So body was watching this going | *And the policeman then says ‘Cani

leader kn s
Aga Khan, g whom the
believe is descended from the Prophet
Muhammad

had dispers

bours

come t

gre:

cated jamatkh h

ed to a dozen

commu

lived hom
Syria in the

th century
r religiow

Jamal
aut

another

tory of his people in
as the push factor,
of Ea:

o your h
there are 10 families, yo

ation caught the notice
who preferred to live

e IF

o Ao,

the man remained handcuffed to the

on. You could have heard a pin drop

look inside?

yuse. When chain, but the guard sat in a chair a in the office.” “Roger said: ‘I'm sorry, sergeant,
u do a dedi- slight distance away to give some mea- Head doctor Marcel Piche asked the | you can’t. It’s Canadian territory and
school fol- sure of privacy guard to remove the cuffs so he could | you're an official of Uganda.’ And he
naroomin It turned out the man had been examine the man. The guard refused.  puts his arm around his shoulder and
o arrested at the border while taking So Piche took the man, still attached | they walk down the stairs together
ty commit- nyan-born wife to stay with her to the chain, behind a curtain while | and they shake hands and away they

family in Kenya. She had her jewelry

th her. The border guards allowed
the man's wife to leave, but seized the
jewelry, arrested him for smuggling
and sent him to the Kampala jail,
where he'd been housed in a cell with
about 60 other people.

His family had seen his number
published jin;the mewspaper and
demanded. priso thorities allow.

climate of

him to keep his appointment with the
Canadians, sotheré he was.
Th

man looked:to be in rough
s0 Molloy knew right away he

the guard waited outside. go.”

“He couldn’t have been in there
for more than 10 minutes,” Molloy
recalls. “I think Dr. Piche just filled in
the forms as fast as he possibly could.
I'm not even sure the guy took his
shirt off.”

Piche emerged from behind the
curtain and announced the man had
passed. Molloy,did not ask him about
the required X-rays and blood tests.

At that point, ithe head ofithe Cana-
dian team in Uganda, Roger Saint-
Vincent, who had been a Second

The next morning, the police ser-
geant, his wife and their half-dozen
children showed up at the Canadian
office, dressed in their Sunday best, for
their complimentary medical exams.
The doctors who conducted the exams
D d them with a big certificate
attesting to their good health and gave
candy to the children.

“We never had any problems sith
the police after that,” Molloysaid.
*Word got around that we werezll

right’
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Proud to be serving the Lower Mainland since 1983

' President’s Message

On this historic occasion, | would like to

extend our warmest congratulations to all
| Ismailis on behalf of the Destination Auto

Group. Having served the Lower Mainland for
| over 30 years, we are very grateful and very
proud to be a part of the Greater Vancouver
community.
With this message | would also like to express
| our deepest appreciation to all the staff and
employees of Destination Auto Group for
theirhard work and dedication overthe years,
and to our customers for their loyalty. | would
also like to thank our business partners at
Chrysler,Honda, Hyundai, Mazda, and Toyota,
and our suppliers, for their ongoing support.
Finally, with deep gratitude | would like to
thank the community for accepting us as
partners, a relationship that we look forward
to continuing in the future.

Aziz Ahamed
President
Destination Auto Group

Pestination

auto group

destinationauto.ca

Destination Auto Group operates six full-service
dealerships  including Destination Chrysler Jeep
Dodge Ram in North Vancouver, Destination Hyundai,

Destination Mazda and Kingsway Honda in Vancouver,
and Destination Toyota and Happy Honda in Burnaby.

AtDestination we are focused on one thing —empowering

our customers with the right information to find a vehicle

to suit their needs. This has been our company mission

since 1983, when we first opened our doors with Jubilee

Plymouth Chrysler in North Vancouver, today known as

Destination Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram North Shore,

BUSINESS PRINCIPLES

We take great care to maintain focus on what is important:

our customers, our employees, and our community:

*  We strive to provide our customers with best-in-
class service

* We operate an environment that fosters
teamwork and professional development among
our associates

* We proactively seek opportunities to support
the community

With these principles at the forefront of our work, we have
been recognized with a number of accolades, including:
Honda's Quality Dealer (2011), and Toyota's Top Rank
Certified Used Dealer for Canada and Toyota's Pride
Dealer (2010 and 2011) awards. We also rank highly
in a number of CSI measures including 1st in Canada
in Toyota Purchase Experience (2011) and Istin BC in
Toyota Parts Express (2011),

COMMUNITY

Our care for the communityis reflected in the long-
term partnerships we have esablished with a number
of charities, foundations and NGOs, including the Aga
Khan Development Network World Panncr;hip Golf
Tournament and World Partnerslip Walk), Make a Wish
Foundation, Weekend to End Bnast Cancer, BC Senior
Games, BC Women’s Foundajon, Family Services
of Greater Vancouver, Vancouwr Police f)cpunn1cnl
(Domestic Violence, Evolution ij Policing; Women in
Policing), Vancouver Rape Relief\nd Women's Shelter,
Vancouver Society of Children§ Centres, and the
Harmony Arts Festival.

ENVIRONMENT

With ourcommunity, we have a sharelinterestin ensurin
our environment is kept clean, safe, ind sustainable \V§
are therefore meticulous in our pursuilof waste ;
programs, and use of materials that ag e
safe. We also seek to be early
vehicle technology programs
efficiency and reduce carbon m
emissions. Furthermore, we are PUrsuirg best efforts fi
our future new dealership facilities to he-LEE;D Ccm’ﬁ:,r
drastically reducing our carbon footprijt and ] o
Our energy requirements, et

recycling
nvironmentally
adopteg of class-leading
that ainl to improve fuel
onoxide\nd other harmful

At Destination Auto Group, we beliey,
reflect our commitments and valus; we hdpe You do too.

Visit your neighbourhood Destinati i
R Sl ation dealership, and

€ Uat our choices

Destination Toyota Destination Hyundai Ha)
4278 Lougheed Hwy, Burnaby 445 Kingsway, Burnaby 47801 .': Py Honda
‘:mzm 03‘1 604-292-8188 5 "g;:frz‘{ll‘n;owur
ca
— St e ST R happyh
Destination Chrysler Jeep Destination Mazda ~ Kihgsw, :nf’-um i
Dodge Ram 595 Doundn;ml.Vlncowu ke il Honda
1600 Marine 3’5— rg.;l;:mwnr 604-2! :44.299 602-‘:7'3' ‘;lsrl;nuvcr
destinationchrysler.ca S e “"'"thend..g.




SATURDAY, CANADABOUNDII  ES

ERTEMBER 29, 2012 | BREAKING NEWS: VANCOUVERSUN.COM

THEIR STORIES | FRENNY BAWA

Education: A value that leads to success

Former RIM executive affirms Ismaili philosophy that educating girls has a tremendous effect on the community

DAPHNE BRAMHAM

VANCOUVER SUN

Nearly 60 years ago and only
a few years before Aga Khan
11l's death in 1957, Ismailis
were told that if can only afford
to send one child to school,
they ought to send lhulrdu\l),lr
ters because educating girls has
a greater effect on the commu-
nity’s health and welfare.

Aga Khan 111, father of the
current Aga Khan, was years
ahead in his thinking,

It wasn't until the United
Nations set its millennium
development goals that elimi-

nation of gender dhp.mt\ atall
levels of education was prom-
ised by 2015. Now, lhc World
Bank estimates that an extra
year of secondary schooling can
increase girls' future wages by
10 to 20 per cent, while research
by the U.S.-based' Council on
Foreign Relations indicates that
women and girls reinvest 9o per
cent of their earnings in their
families while men and boys
reinvest only 30 to 40 per cent.

Because the Aga Khan traces
his lineage through the prophet
Muhammad's daughter, Fatima,
women and girls have always
held a special place in Ismaili
society. But it was with the
directive in the early 1950s that
educating girls gained momen-
tum within the community.

The Aga Khan's suggestion is
what motivated Frenny Bawa's
mother. Although she only had
a Grade 3 education, Bawa's
motherinsisted to her husband
that their five girls be educated.
She insisted that they would
not go to school in the dusty,
Ugandan village where the fam-
ily had settled two generations
eardier. And that meant moving
to Kampala where the schools
were better and the instruction
wasin English,

Frenny, the oldest, wasin
Grade 2 the year they moved

WARD PERRIN/PNG

Frenny Bawa is an Ismaili who came to Canada as a child from Uganda and made Vancouver
her home. She has worked for the Royal Bank and later headed Research in Motion in India.

to the Ugandan capital. She
already spoke four languages;
none of them English

Frenny was 12 when Ugandan
dictator Idi Amin issued his sur-
prising order expelling Asians
from the East African nation
Canada agreed to take some of
the refugees and the Bawas we
on the first Canadian-bound
flight out of Kampala and were
among the few families that
came to Vancouver — an experi-
ence that reinforced for the fam-
ily the value of education and.
particularly, the value of being
able to speak English.

After high school, Frenny
went to Simon Fraser Uni-
versity with the intention of
doing a degree in English liter-
ature. But during the summer
between first and second year,
she worked at a/bank: Heed-
ing the advice of her manager
— a woman — Bawa switched
to' business administration,
gmduated and went to McGill

University in Montreal to do
her master's degree in business
administration

Business is her calling and'a
field in which she has earned an
international reputation all the
while staying true to her Cana-
dian roots and firmly attached
to her Vancouver home.

In 2011, Bawa was named one
of the 10 most powerful women
in India by Forbes magazine.

But that’s jumping ahead of
the story.

After collecting her mas-
ter’s degree, Bawa came back
to Vancouver \o work for the
Royal Bank. 2 g the way, she
added French m lhu list of lan-
guages she speaks,

She was posted to a Surrey
branch. A customer came in and
began speaking to her in what
she assumed was Punjabi— a
language she doesn't speak.

“I gave him a blank look and
he went away disgusted,” sa
Bawa.

@

A few day:
Hayer (the pu
Indo-Canadian Times, who was
murdered in 1998) came to see
her.

In private, he told her that
when they learned that Bawa
had been posted to the branch,
many Sikhs — ecially those
who had recently immigrated —
had been excited at the thought
l]ml lhe y would be able to do
busi their own language.
B:ma admits her name confuses
many people.

Her first name is a common
Farsi name, while Bawa is a
common Sikh name.

Of course, she is neither. “I
was really embarrassed.”

Bawa didn't think it would be
possible for her to learn Punjabi
quickly enough to be'able to do
business in that language.

“So, I asked him if I brushed
up on my Hindi (India’s official
language), would that work.”

It would, he said. And it did.

“Within a year or 50, my
folio had exploded /\mﬂulv
in Surrey who needed a loan
came to me, People who had
just immigrated were brought
to me o set up. mn]/ accounts
It was interesting.”

But Bawa was soon ready for
other challenges and jumped
at the chance to join Research
In Motion, an upstart Ontario
company whose BlackBerry

vas Just starting to make huge
ins against ulmr cellphone
turers
Shn was Kl\l s global market-
er, country

ctor for India

again, she was a minor-
ity in a country where sectarian
divisions have often led to violent
confrontations. The confusion
overidentity that had caused ini-
'|pml)lunh in Surrey, made it
r for her in India.
Indians embraced me
Indian. ... They were proud tha
an Indian woman had been
picked to run BlackBerry's
operations,” says Bawa who
oversaw the growth of Black-
Berry's market share to more
than one million customers.

“India accepted me, but I'was
always yearning for Canada and
Vancouver.

Bawa's affinity for India is evi-
dent. She describes herself as.
an Ismaili-Canadian of Indian
origin; she make no refer-
ence to Uganda. She has never
felt linked to either Africa or
Uganda. As RIM’s global mar-
keting director, Bawa has been
back to Africa. But she’s never
yet returned to Uganda.

It's not that she hasn't had
opportunities. A few years ago,
the Ugandan ambassador to India
— an Indian woman — invited
Bawa to a presidential inaugura-
tion. But work gotin the way.

When RIM's team did some
deals in Uganda, Bawa could
have gone, but she was more
urgently needed somewhere
else in the world.

Having been forced to flee,
Uganda s a place Bawa may g0
back to at some point. But it’s
not at the top of her travel list

Bawa resigned from RIM last
fall, in the same month that she
was named to the Forbes list

She was exhausted, having
spent anywhere from half to
three-quarters of the previous
seven years travelling between

India, her Vancouyer hoj
RIM's Ontario headquarte

Bawa isn't certain what she’l
do next. Among the things she's
thinking about is why British
Columbia has failed to establish:
, Google- or Apple-sized
, what it might take to
build one .mtl whether she’s the
person to dojit

Meanwhile, serves on
four advisory boards, Three
are at Simon Fraser Uni
where she did her un
uate degree. The other is on
the B.C. Jobs and Investment
Board.

Service along with education

“The values that I
up with are deep and profound
I try to live my life with integ-

as brought

rity and honest:

It hasn’t always been easy
in business, but Bawa says, “I
have found lots of strategies in
the corporate world to be suc-
cessful so that I didn’t claw
y to the top. I find that
behaviour abhorrent.”

Now that she has the time,
Bawa says giving back to the
community is important to her.

“One of the interesting char-
acteristics of being Ismaili is
that you don't have a home-
land. So, when you're invited
into somebody else’s home-
land, there’s a very strong rec-
ognition that to be a good eit-
izen, you have to give back -
you have to invest and nurture
thathomeland.™

dbramhom@vancouversun.com
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Refugee experience reinforced Ismaili values

of education, hard work and giving back to coﬂm_mumty

DAPHNE BRAMHAM

VANCOUYER

On Sept. 15, 1972, Iqbal Ahmed
was 17 and at home in Kampala on
vacation from boarding school in.
England g

It's a day that shaped his life.

That's the day that 1di Amin — who.
went by the self-proclaimed titles of
Life President of Uganda, Conqueror
of the British Empire and the Last
King of Scotland — ordered the expul-
sion of the more than 50,000 Ugan-
dans of Asian descent.

“We didn't believe i

were in shock when we left.”

His grandfather — the pat
had taken his family to East Africa
from India’s Gujarat state in st
a better life — was left with nothing,
The tore that he'd built was

Suddenly, three generations of his
family were refugees

Ahmed was the first to leave, tak-
ing his sister with him to Britain and
charged with the responsibility of
finding a school for her. It took some
time, but by various routes, all but one
uncle ended up in Canada. What eased
the difficult transition for the dazed
refugees is the fact that they'd all been
taught English in school

The refugee experience reinforced
for him the values he'd learned at
the Jamatkhana, the religious, social
and educational centre of the Ismaili
community.

“The ethics of my faith cause me to
want to do well, to give back to my
community as well as the wider com-
munity, to help people,” says Ahmed,
who is now an internist and respirol-
ogist for Vancouver Coastal Health

THEIR STORIES
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Dr. Igbal H. Ahmed is active in the Ismaili community as a member of the Aga Khan Council for Canada.

Authority and an associate professor
at the University of British Columbia.

“Education is something you have
not only for yourself, but to improve
the lives of other people.”

As for hard work, he says: “When
you're displaced from your country and
lose everything, you have a desire to
work hard, to back to where you were
(in terms of having a home, a job and
being able to provide for your family).”

By 1976, Ahmed's family was settled
in Canada, with the exception of an

uncle who went to New Zealand. Most
were in Vancouver. Ahmed was again
on school break, but this time from
medical school in England. 7

“I was stunned by Vancouver's
beauty and by how friendly everyone
was,” he sa 2

“Having grown up in England, this
was so different. You'd go to fill gas at
the pump and people were chatting
with you.

“When I went back to England,
there was a guy digging a ditch and I

said hello. I tried it to see what would
happen. He looked at me as if I were
craz

After completing his medical degree,
Ahmed got a fellowship in respirology
in Edmonton after seeing the position
advertised in a medical journal.

An asthmatic child, Ahmed now
treats the rapidly increasing number
of people who have asthma.

And, as an internist, he’s on the front
lines treating chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), which is

| SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2012

now the fourth leading cause of death
among women and will scon move to
Number 3 as heart disease, stroke and
cancer rates decrease.

When he's not working, Ahmed
spends as much time as he can with
his two children — a 21-year-old
daughter, who has just completed an
undergraduate degree in economicss
at McMaster University, and a son,
who's in Grade 12 and hoping 10 go to
medical school.

Five years ago, Ahmed took them to
Uganda on only his second trip back
since 1972, i

It {c])l7n:ally surreal. This is where
X grew up and to have my children
there. It hasn't changed a lot

They were in Uganda for the Aga
Khan's Golden Jubilee visit.

Ahmed has met the Aga Khan, the
head of the Ismaili faith, on several
oceasions.

Ahmed goes to the Jamatkhana sev-
eral times to pray, to meet with others,
and to learn.

As a member of the Aga Khan Coun-
cil for Canada, he helped organize the
Aga Khan's 2008 visit to Vancouver,
has helped organize the annual Ismaili
Walk in Vancouver and is involved
with the Aga Khan Museum, which is.
setto openin Torontoin 2013.

Although born in Africa of Indian
descent and having spent years in
England, Ahmed doesn’t identify him-
self with the three other countries.

“I am a Canadian. I am fortunate to
be a Canadian. And I am a Muslim.”

But 40 years after being forced to flee
Uganda and 11 years after 9/11, even
that identity can be troublesome.

His name — Iqbal Ahmed — is so
common in the Islamic world that it
raises alerts every time he flies.

dbromham@vancouversun.com

Vancouver was third-time lucky foryoung couple

Dictator Idi Amin gave newly married Ugandan Asians 90 days to flee their homeland

TARA CARMAN

Anchayes

Shamshad and Jalal Jafferwere ona
plane over East Africa when the pilot
came on the loudspeaker to announce
that Idi Amin was giving Ugandan

ans 90 days to leave the country

There was a collective gasp of disbe-
liefon the plane.

Nobody believed it, Jalal recalled,
because Ugandans of Asian desce!
including some whose African roots
went back several generations — ran
many of the country’s businesses. This
was a source of resentment for Amin
himself and some of the people who
supported him

“Nobody assumed that he was going
to uproot third-generation Asians who
have been more Ugandan than Ugan-
dans, who really held the economy so
firmly — for personal greed maybe,
many of them — but by and large for
the good of the country, 1 said,
“So nobody took it seriously because
it was like shooting (yourself) in the
foot twi i

d Jalal were flying
home from a visit to Nairobi, in neigh-
bouring Kenya, In their early 20s, they
were newly married and had recently
moved home to Kampala after attend.
i in England.

n educational cre-

North America or
Europe was something that had never.
occurred to them, Shamshad said,

“I'was a child of the '60s, the fem-
inist movement. I was going to go
home and change Africa,” she said
“We were prob: nning
of an ave of young Ismaflis that

d at (foreign) schools and

But it soon became clear to the nes
able to build
thelife they envisioned for themselves
in Uganda;

The army began to make life diffi-
cult, Shamshad recalled, setting up
roadblocks and imposing curfe
There were whispered stories of peo-
plebeing fed to crocodiles,

“I think the focus of everybody's
altention was: ‘How do I get out of
thig absolutely fearsome environment
alive?™ Jalal said. “Nothing mattered
interms of your assets, your goods —
nothing mattered. It was like ‘Here,
take my home. I don't care.'”

The Jaffers would eventually build
that new life in Vancouver, but like
many of the Ismailis forced to leave
Uganda in'1972, it took several months
for them to find their way here.

Many Ugandan Asians carried pass-
Pports from Britain, the former colonja]
power in L'und@, but the way asylum
seekers were trégted by British con-
sular staff made it clear that Britain

i T

After being ordered out of Uganda, Jalal and Shamshad Jaffer, shown recentl
London for a while before making the move to Toronto and th

any as 50,000 non-
rants, Jalal said.

“You may line up for five hour:
then by the time you get anywhere
near they say ‘Oh no, it’s closed now,
Come tomorrow."” So people w
really, really completely shatte
he said. “When you treat people like
animals, they start behaving like
animals,”

The Canadian government had sent
ina small team to help the British by
taking in some of the refugees and the
experience at that office was mark-
edly different, Jalal recalled. They
provided chairs on the street 5o the
people lining up in the hot sun could
sit down and even served them water,
he said,

The Canadians also had!a system
whereby applicants were issued num-
bers and g n a specific time to return
forinterviews, Shamshad says,

“There was a process, ... They
seemed to be way better organized
and there was this can-do feel.”

The Jaffers ended up with the choice
of going to either England or Can-
ada, and their good experience with
the Canadian staff tempted them to
choysn the latter, But England was
familiar territory from theiruniversity
days, and Shamshad's parents kepl a
flat in London,

Canadian Iimmigration officer Mike
Molloy, who had'made earlier con-
sular trips to Uganda and had eyen
’:llylt} squash with Jalal, encouraged

im to hold'on to the Canadian visa

Justin case things didn’t work out.

The days before they left Uganda
were a blur for the Jaffers, They had

al's elderly parents out of the
eventually sent them to
erin the Congo,

Then there was the matter of how
to support themselves once they
left. Most of their assets and invest-
ments were in Uganda and difficult to
liquidate,

They had been warned by friends
that soldiers at roadblocks and the i
port would seize any money or valu-
ables they tried to take with them. So
Shamshad, who worked for American
Express, converted their money into
air travel vouchers that the soldiers
would not recognize,

She gave personal items she couldn't
take with her to a close African
friend.

They left their car in the driveway,
gave their house keys to a servant and
boarded a London-bound British Air-
ways flight on Sept, 22, 1972.

Life in London was not what they
expected. Shamshad was able to
arrange a transfer to the American
Express office in Haymarket, so there
was at least an income, but the couple
quickly realized they enjoyed the city
much more as students than they did
as working adults, The idea of start-
ing a new life and raising a family in a
tiny apartment where they had to put
money into a coin-operated heater to
stay warm was not appealing.

They began to weigh their options,
Jalal started visiting Canada House

WARD PERRIN /PNG

y in their North Vancouver home, lived in
en finally settling in B.C,

in Trafalgar Square and reading the
Canadian newspapers.

He learned that Canada was not, as
he'd imagined, a barren country full
of igloos and, in fact, s ke a
promising place to build a new life.

They still had the airline vouchers
and the Canadian visa, o they decided
to make the move,

They arrived in Toronto at the end of
November and spent their first night
ata hotel in a downtrodden area near:
Dundas Street.

The next morning they went to a
reception centre at Ontario House,
where they were given hot cof-
fee and some much-needed winter
clothes. An immigration officer asked
if they would prefer to stay with one of
the Canadian families who had volun-
teered to host refugees from Uganda
and they jumped at the chance,

They went to stay with an Oxfam
Canada director and his wife who
showed the Jaffers around the city
and with whom they became close
friends,

“You've got the trauma of leaving, all
the pressure, and then suddenly this
sense of hos;c that opens up because
there's a welcoming world out there,”
Shamshad said.

Within weeks, they had found a
sulte on the top floor of a house and
both had jobs at CIBC. By
summer cam

ke a trip to Vancou-
Ver to visit friends and umily.lﬁ:y
fell in love with the West Coast and

when one of their friends asked what
they,were doing in Toronto, it was
hard not to ask themselves the &
question.

They flew back to Toronto on a red-
eye flight, showered, went in to the
CIBC and asked their manager for &
transfer to Vancouver. When he sug-
gested that might be difficult, they
both resigned on the spot. The man-
ager told them they were crazy.

The Jaffers packed the few belong-
ings they had into their car and pre-
pared to start a new life in a new city
for the third time in 12 months. Sham-
shad recalls their September drive.
from Toronto to Vancouver as “spec-
tacular,” with the fall colours through
Ontario, the straight roads and dra-
matic sunsets of the Prairies and then
crossing the Rocky Mountains,

“We really got a sense of the country
in a very distinct way.”

Since then, the Jaffers have made a
Ppoint of visiting and driving through
all of Canada's provinces,

Getting established in Vancouver
took some time, The country was
headed into a recession and finding a
Jjob was difficult.

ey both took courses in real estate
and Jalal, unhaj in his financial
services work, decided to go to law
school. He went on to a long career
as a lawyer and became extensivel
involved with the Ismaili commun
in Vancouver, while Shamshad worked
in real estate, did volunteer work and
raised the couple's two sons,

It also took time for the couple to
fully come to grips with what hap~
pened to them,

Years after they arrived in Vancol
ver, Shamshad went with friends to
4 movie that was partly set in Kam,
pala. Seeing the red earth, lush gree
vegetation and corrugated roofs o’}
herhomeland, even through a moyis
sereen, was enough to make her burs|
into tears,

“That was my catharsis,*

tcarman@vancouversun.com
twitter.com/tarojcarman

See the videos accompanying these
stories at Vancouversun.com/videos o
use this OR code
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Former politician
felt an obligation
to his community

Ugandan-born Ismaili vowed to stay
1n England until all of the expelled Asians
had left the camps and found new homes

DON CAYO

VANCOUVER SN

It was brutal shock when
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin
suddenly announced in August
1972 that he was expelling the
country’s 55,000 Asians. Many
of them were Ugandan-born,
some to families that had been
in Uganda for generations.

A parallel would be a fam-
ily that has lived in and helped
to build Canada since the late
1800s or early 1900s, only to
be told their citizenship is void
and they have a few months to
leave their home.

Sherali Bandaln Jaﬂ'er now
an 88-year-old U, m

“summit series” hockey game
in September 1972. The num-
ber agreed upon — 6,000 ref-
ugees to be accepted — md
to be tied to Paul Henderson

famous goal at 10:24 of the final
period that gave ada a 6-5

win and a victory in the sorics,

About three-quarters of those
who came to Canada as a result
of this agreement were Ismailis,
Jamal said, and the rest were
Indians of other faiths.

Jaffer had by then been joined
in England by his two youngest
children who were able to leave
without incident — but, like the
thousands of others, without
personal property of any value.

But, although his family lost
assets and b at he

Ismaili who's comforlal\l\
retired in West Vancouver, felt
this shock as keenly as any — but
he was not entirely surprised.

In 1972, he was a success.
ful businessman, a member
of Uganda’s Parliament and
a father of six. But he'd seen
trouble percolating under the
surface for months. Indeed, he
had already fled for England in
fear of his
in Parliament had been blkd
by Amin’s henchmen.

By the time the expulsion
became formal, Jaffer had
already done what he thought
was necessary to help his com-
munity prepare.

“I had gone to the Indian
High Commissioner and asked
what would happen if we were
thrown out of Uganda.

“He said don’t worry and he
asked, ‘How many are you?

“I said, ‘We are 55,000.

“He said, ‘That is not a prob-
lem. That is one day’s popul
tion growth in India. So it will
be like a leap year,”

India balks

“But when the
came, the

One problem w:
of the 55,000 2
most of the 12,000 member;
of the Ismaili minority, had
given up their British passport:
when Uganda became indepen
dent and chose to become citi
zens of the place where their
homes and hearts were firml.
ensconced.

Vali Jamal, another Ugandan
Ismaili and author of a forth
coming book on the history of
his people in East Africa, ¢

5,000 t0 20,000 Asians
taken up Ugandan citizer
About 10,000 of these w
rejected as candidates for ot
countries and found them
selves stateless. Most wound
up in temporary refugee camps
in the UK

“The goal was always to get
them into the U.K.,” Jam
said. “We knew nothing about

L‘.\LJ
ip.

ere

going to sch
Canada from a prev

And so did the spi
of the Isma

reckons would be \\-or(h $40
million or $50 million today,
they had a nest e|

others did not —

he had deposited in England to
cover the cost of his children’s
post-secondary studies.

A pledge to help

Jaffer, still feeling the respon-
sibilities of his elected office
and an obligation to his com-
munity, pledged himself to
seeing the thousands of Asians
relocated from the refugee
camps to permanent homes.

Over the space of a couple
of years, he helped to negoti-
ate and oversee the dispersal
of every stateless refugee to
Canada and several countries
in Europe.

“A lotof the European cun-
tries weré very good,” he/said.

“Dermark, for examplejtook
all the handicapped. And many
are still there.”

The Canadian government
agreed o house thenewy arriv=
als for up to @yearin downtown
hote|s in Toronto, Calgary and
Vancouver

F tayed at government
expense that long, said Jaffer's
daughter, Mobina; now a Cana-

senator. Most found jobs

well-educated women

ster than the men — and

10ved to their own apartments

within a few months at most

and virtually all repaid the gov

ernment for the cost of their
ts to Canada, she sa

ady landed
nce of their father
n England until 1974
| the occupants of the
mps were finally
resflatl oifis ool
Many of tk who had
’ couver tem
o the city
an established
Ismaili presence in the city
the time Jaffer
ad visited the
when Jife
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John Halani fled Uganda due to political unrest and arrived in Canada in 1972, As well as being a businessman and humanhanan
Halani is the honorary consul of Uganda in Vancouver.
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HALANI

He fled Uganda in 1972; 40 years later,

he represents

TARA CARMAN

When John Halani learned
that Canada had offered to take
in his family after Idi Amin
ordered Ugandans of Asian
descent out of the country, it
was a bittersweet moment.

Halani, his wife, two children
and one of his sisters were
accepted by Canada. His par-
ents and two siblings were not.

Canada was looking for peo-

ple who were relatively young,
spoke good English and would
be able to find work easily, he
explains. In Uganda, Halani was

35-year-old business owner,
local councillor and school
board chairman; his parents
were in their 60s and retired.

The day before Halanileft for
Vancouver, he put his parents
on aplane to London, where his
sister lived. One day, he hoped,
the family would be reunited.

Like many Ugandan Asian:
Halani was unconcerned when
he heard Amin’s announcement
that Asians had 9o days to leave
the country. It only applied to |
Asians of foreign nationality, so |
Halani assumed that as Ugan- |
dan citizens, he and his family
would be able to stay

It was about a month later,
when Halani and other Ismaili
community leaders met with a

The official war

Uganda soon would not be s

for anyone who looked Asian
argument was that at
the end of 9o days, you're not
going to carry a placard on your
neck saying that ‘I'm » Ugan
dan cit aro all
50 the best thing
uu! nol face those

o we

consequence
Soon after, Ha
dian o

ni learned
ular office in
was open and accept

g application
The Halani
Montreal and
4 camp the gov

Ugandan ref

landed first in
pent the night in

=
d the immi

who were

g people all over the
y — to send him 1o Van-
ere he had friends

met at the airport
m the Immigrant
ety of B.C
just getting started
'h:t year — and some local
Ismailis, who took them 10 8
hotel and explained that they
would have 1o go for an inter-
view with the federal Depart-
ment of Manpower and Immi-
gration the next dsy
“When we went to the Man-
power (department) the first
day and we were dressed up
with suits and ties, the lady at

ll

Tres yias b wapintig Uetier hostTcen
R

we LomomeTaloundation org

the counter said ‘Why are you
all so well dressed up? We have
jobs lined up in warehouses.’
And I told them that we are
business people; we are look-
ing for jobs in the offices. They
were a bit surprised.”

Within two weeks of his
arrival, Halani had found a
job selling window glass and
moved his family out of the
hotel and into a two-bedroom
apartment in North Vancouver.
His wife got a job as a clerk at
the clothing store Fields.

The following year, he was
able to sponsor his parents,
after taking on a couple of other
part-time jobs in order to meet
the income requirement.

By 1975, Halani had earned
enough to lease the Robson-
strasse hotel and the following
year took on'a second hotel, the
Tropicana,

He and wife worked long
hours to save up for a down

payment on the hotels, which
Halani has owned since the
early 1980s.

Halani — who has maintained
an extensive presence on vari-
ous community boards through
the years — is also Vancouver’s
honorary consul for the Repub-
lic of Uganda.

Uganda's government made
contact with some of the expa-
triate Asian communities in
1991, when the World Bank
offered the country develop-
ment funding on condition that
it restore property rights to the
people who had been ordered
to leave in 1972, Halani said

He offered to chair a com-
mittee on behalf of Ugandan
Asians living in Vancouver

in British Columbia

became Uganda's representa-
tive in B.C.

It was also how Halani
returned to Uganda for the first
time in 1995. On that first visit
he was shocked by the dilapi-
dated condition of the roads
and infrastructure, he recalled.

In his several return trips
since then, he has noticed sig-
mﬁmnl improvements.

[he dmph have also changed,
i
It's a new generation now in
Uganda. Those who were there
when we were there are not
there, either because of war or
HIV or whatever,” he said.

“Their children are there;
they don't remember what hap-
pened \nd ﬂu\ re 5o polite

to gather the d ion
of what they had lost and
liaise with a representative in
Uganda to oversee the lengthy
legal process of returning it. It
was Lhrnu(h this work that he

and .. they're
colour-blind. They really don't
see Asinns and Africans.”

tcarman@vancouversun,com
twitter.com/torojcarman

Good Money"

is transforming the place
where we live.

Congratulations to the
Ismaili community on their
40th anniversary in Canada.

North Vancouver Community Branch
1290 Marine Drive 604.877.7213

Lynn Creek Community Branch

1370 Main Street 604.877.7463

Westview Community Branch
712 - 2601 Westview Drive 604.877.7493

Lynn Valley Community Branch

Unit 101 - 1233 Lynn Valley Road 604.877.2573
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