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REGISTRATION
Continental breakfast

8:00 - 9:00am

9:00 - 9:30am
Recitation from the Noble Qur’an

Welcome

Welcome and introduction of
honored guests

Dr. Ingrid Mattson

Director of the Macdonald Center for
the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim
Relations at Hartford Seminary

9:30 - 11:00am

The study of Shi'ite Islam in the uni-
versities, colleges and seminaries of
Europe and North America

Session 1

Dr. Andrew J. Newman
Dr. Liyakat Takim

Session 2 11:15am - 12:30pm

Shi'i contributions to the disciplines
of figh and kalam

The Prophet said, “I am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gate.”

Dr. Hamid Mavani
Dr. Abdolkarim Soroush

Conference Schedule

LUNCH 12:30 - 2:00pm

Session 3 2:00 - 3:30pm

Shi'i contributions to the disciplines of
philosophy and mysticism

Dr. Mohsen Kadivar
Dr. Hossein Kamaly

Session 4 4:00 - 5:30pm

Launching the chair for the study of
Shi‘ite Islam at the Hartford Seminary

Dr. Mahmoud Ayoub
Dr. Heidi Hadsell

BANQUET
Keynote Address

6:30 - 8:00pm

Dr. Sayyed Hossein Nasr
Professor of Islamic Studies at George
Washington University

Conference Participants
Session Discussants

Dr. Vernon Schubel
Kenyon College

Dr. Lynda Clarke
Concordia University

Dr. Maria Massi Dakake
George Mason University

Conference Moderator

Dr. Hassan Abbas
South Asia Institute, Columbia University

Conference Director

Syed A. Raza
Imam Ali Foundation

On behalf of the organizers and sponsoring organizations, we welcome you to the conference on the ‘The State of the
Study of Shi‘ite Islam in North America and Europe.” The life and faith-commitment, justice, divine knowledge and un-
matched bravery of the Imam remain an example for all those who seek to fulfill their true humanity. These and other
virtues of Imam ‘Ali speak to us today as they did to his own time and subsequent centuries. May he forever continue

to live in the hearts and minds of all Muslims, and particularly in our troubled times.



