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It was 12th September’s evening at the Arts Council Karachi...As I sat on my seat waiting for the Funkaar Junction's Grand Finale to begin; I felt a sudden surge of adrenaline approaching my epidermis. I wondered why that was happening to me. It was so unexpected since I was just a part of the cheering audience. With photographers all around setting their camera lenses, I could feel the flickering flash of light everywhere; it felt more like attending a Grand Showbiz event! Searching for my adrenaline evidence, I looked around with curiosity at the upside audience, downside, sideways and just everywhere. I was still clueless. Soon, it was the time for the first play to begin...Curtains lifted, lights dimmed, and it was all dark and cold. Actors started to play their roles and with each play the adrenaline paced up in my body. The third play was announced, "Akber-e-azam meets Shakespeare” and THERE IT WAS! THE EVIDENCE for my adrenaline gush! My very own Tlers were there on the stage! Tlers belong to Darkhana Teens’ League comprising of a team of Counselors who aspire to inspire teens and to drive their energies into a constructive driving force. The little Teen Director, "Aadil Azad Lalani" with his team of actors starring Junaid Jiwani as "William Shakespeare", Riffa Aly as "Juliet", Aadil azad lalani as "Romeo", Areesha Khuwaja as "Anarkali", Munir Arab as "Saleem", Altamash as "wazeer", Sheheryar shakeel as "security man” and Akber Lalani as "Akber-e-azam." These little teen stars were dressed like the 16th century Elizabethan period Gentlemen and women along with a eastern blend of cast wearing Mughal-attire. As the William Shakespeare approached the stage, my mind quoted something from Hamlet Act 3, Scene 2, 1-4:

 

Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd it to you,

Trippingly on the tongue; but if you mouth it, as many of our
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Players do, I had as lief the town-crier spoke my lines.

With my fingers crossed I hoped and prayed that these teens who i adore the most may do justice to the characters they were playing. And soon my apprehension disappeared. They swept me off to the world of plays wherein they spoke perfect English accent accompanied by coordinated gestures reminding me of the classic novels i have ever read. Gradually the 13 minute play totally engrossed me in its comic, dramatic and romantic charm. I was overwhelmed by the way each character uttered his/her dialogues. It was the moment wherein I felt heat just below my eye socket. i touched it and it was wet...wet with the tears of joy and pride! I was so proud of the Romeo whose gestures were more than just noticeable, Juliet who did justice to her newly learned urdu accent when she said, "Anaarkaaali" (supposedly in the play) William Shakespeare [image: image3.jpg]


who demonstrated the best dialogue delivery, Anarkali who played beauty with delicacy, Saleem whose love for anarkali showed when he engaged in a swordfight with Romeo, Wazeer who gave an outstanding speech at the end of the play to wrap up the entire thing in peace, Akber-e-azam who mimicked Royalty through every move he made and last but not the least, the security man who added a modern "Bond 007" touch to the play. Soon it reached the end and the actors bowed in front of the huge audience who just couldn't stop cheering. I didn't want it to end... it was so good to see my TLers Performing like Great Artists of their times!!
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Surprisingly even THIS wasn't the end of the heaped up adrenaline! Another one of the plays starred Norrulain, Azeema, Zehra, Ruhina and Humera who played their best to give the very best of expressions ever. Their confidence was commendable!
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Finally the moment was here...Results were about to be announced and I could feel my heart throbbing, hands shivering and mind boggling with excitement! The 2nd and 3rd positions were taken away by 2 of the best plays in the lot! Aman Vastani, one of the Teens' League Counselors secured 2nd position for his play called, "Laila Majnu." I with my fellow counselors had their palms crossed against their chest praying for our teens to win this competition and the 1st position was announced! "The Best play of the evening award goes to AKBR-E-AZAM MEETS SHAKESPEARE!" We stood up with a cry to cheer, to give a standing ovation, to give a round of applause, to get a sight of our little teen performers holding the trophy and believe it or not it was not just us, it was the entire audience who stood up for these little stars!  This was the most awaited moment of our life, so awaited that it had already attracted the adrenaline in me hours in advance! The whole auditorium cheered them for the most outstanding script, for their will, passion and conviction. This magical moment reminded me of the Director, Aadil Lalani saying he wants to pursue theatre as the career of his life...I was so happy to see him on the stage holding the trophy and addressing the audience with pride, confidence and happiness. I pray that may His and His team members' Dreams come true!

Days, weeks and months pass but it is never enough to see these little stars growing into such talented, disciplined and visionary adults of the near future!

All the Best TLers...We are Proud of YOU! :)

By, Zahra Parpya
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